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Bbdur Rehman, canter, an Alghan farmer who used 1o make a good profil growing poopy sils with his sons on a farm just east of Jalalatad,
|  PAehman says hie's womned sbaal s profis {alimg off because now ha musl grow Riane

Nation’s opium production virtually wiped out




By Kathy Gannon
The Assgrighed Press

JALALABAD, Mghamm n —
U.N. drug conlrol officers said the
Taliban p&e{inus rnilipl'.i;dhas "-‘H‘tl.];
ally wiped out opium uction
Afghanistan — once the world's
largest producer — since banning
poppy cultivation in July.

UN. Drag Control Bro f'“m:,m‘h'i
rug Con T
two weeks searching most

nalion's Ia:Fesl opium-prod
areas and found so few puppues

that they do not eic})ect any opium
to c-urne out of Alghanistan this

H!e are not just guessing. We
have seen the in the fields,”
said Bernard i, regional direc-
tor for the UN. program in

tan and Pakistan,

e laid oul photographs of vast
tracts of land m.utmte? w:]mwhml
alongside pictures of the same
fields taken a year earlier — a sea
of blood-red poppies.

A State Department official said
ﬁl‘.zl-ﬂl'd.a all the nformation the

nited Stales had received so far
indicated the pum:s crop had de:
creased, but he did not believe it
was elminated.

Last year Afghanistan pro-
duced nearly 4.000 tons of opium

- the milky substance drame:d
from the poppy plant — which was
then converted into heroin and
sold in Europe and North Amenica.
It was a world record for opium
production, the United Nations
said — more than all other eoun-
tries combined, including the
wGolden Trangle,” where the bor-
ders of Thailand, Laos and Myan-
mar meeL.

Multah Mohammed Omar, the
Taliban's supreme leader, banned
ng growing before the Novem-

l:ayjanung season and augment
ed it with a rehgous edict making
il contrary to the tenets of Istam.

Opium poppy growth in decline

UM surveyors Iooked at four of the major poppy-growing provinces
in Afghanisian. once the world's largest producer, and found that cultivation

15 dechning.
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The Taliban, which has im
a strict brand of Islam in the 85
reent of Afghanistan it v:unl.mla
as sel fire 1o heroin laboratories
and jailed farmers until they
agreed lo destroy their poppy

[
lgn’l. the ban has badly hurt
farmers in one of the world’s poor-
esl countries, shattered by two
dnc&:lﬁ of war and devastated by
Some farmers who are unable
lo pay debls because of Lhec{;ljp[lz‘y

ban are
ters to clear t lrd&h %H and

Taliban officials say.

The UN. surveyors, who com-
pleted their search this week,
crisserossed Helmand, Kandahar,
Urzgan and Nangarhar provinces
and parts of two others — areas
responsible for 86 percent of the
opium produced in Afghamstan
last year, Frahi said in an interview

Wednesday. They covered 80 per-
cent of the land in those provinces
that last year had been awash in
pies. :
is year they found poppies
growing on barely an acre here
and there, Frahi said. The rest —
aboul 175,000 acres — was clean.
The State De
ternarcotics official said the de-
partment would make its own l:sh-

mm.e . w&-m LS thera

m]lhea decrease, bul how much
is not yet clear. he said.

The Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration declined to comment.

No US. government official can
enler Alghanistan because of secu-
rity concerns stemming from the

resence of suspected terrorist
a bin Laden.
tes are harvested in March

d April, which is why the survey
was done now. Tucei said it would

ent coun™

nave Deen IMpOssIDIe 1T e
pies lo havepgeen hanrustenfop-

'“?ﬁe Taliban have done their
work very seriously,” Frahi said.

Ahmed Rehman, who shares
less than three acres in Nangarhar
with his three brothers, said the
opium he uced last year on
pari of the land brought him §1,100.

This year. he . he will be
lucky to et $300 for the onions and
cat efeed he planted on the entire

. parce

Shnms -ul-Haq Sayed, an officer
of the Taliban drug control office in
Jalalabad. said farmers need inler-
national aid.

Tucei said discussions are un-
der way on how to help the farm-
ers ]

A devastating drought that has
killed off entire herds, destroyed
crops, turned 80,000 people into
refugees in their own country and
forced another 170,000 to flee into
neighboring Pakistan has exacer-
bated the poppy ban, leaving some
de-.-:l.ttudh:_t‘I Euri:m ke Edelght:ir
young Lers Ipa¥u :

] Iil.'.’-tulgallmd lo ; gamelfmwhn

said: i Ve my Ema rio
the J:Irxe'g'sll got a loan fml:,&

Amir Mohammed Haqqnm,
'_i‘aghm's -::ht;ier m"-mmﬁﬁ man
in Mangarhar province, which was
the second-largest opium-produc-
g . wﬂw

rs ti use opium
as a source of credit, hunWmE
mst the next year's harves

Mgha m rh “mnsamuva

nistan, often are mar-

ried off at pﬂﬁ;e

tradition, the fami nfthe gmum

pays the bride’s parents for their
daughlers,

But girls are now being handed
over in- marriage at a much
younger age to grooms who often
are i their late 205 und early 30s,
Poulsen said.



